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Dr. Martin Luther King, 1967
Trumpet of Conscience (p.56-57)



This project proposes the establishment 
of community-owned networks comprising 
of under-used properties in cities. 

The self-governed network model will be 
examined in rapidly changing East Oakland, to 
propose a vision for community- led urban design.



Abstract
Some of the pressing challenges faced by people and cities around the world - social inequity, gentrification, climate adaptation, market 

failures or bureaucratic gridlock, could be tackled faster and more sustainably in partnership with well-organized communities. Lack of 

active communities in urban development diminishes peopleƝs ability to participate the stewardship of places and their sense of belonging.

Community Land Trusts (CLTs) are becoming a viable model to secure housing affordability in market-oriented economies, stabilizing 

neighbourhoods with a model of shared equity ownership and land stewardship. CLTs can evolve to be a promising model to achieve 

additional community goals beyond affordable housing: (1) Strengthening local identity in Urban Renewal; (2) Improving Environmental 

Performance; (3) Activating un-used spaces; (4) Community capacity building; (5) Empowering local leadership; (6) Stewardship as a social 

adhesive and platform for shared responsibility.

This thesis project proposes the establishment of community-owned networks comprising of available spaces (vacant lots, parking lots, 

underused city streets, public infrastructure, brown fields and non-conforming lots). The urban design possibilities in a CLT ownership 

model for infill development is examined in East Oakland, expanding on Oakland Community Land Trust (OakCLT) existing operation. 

Through policy, financing and design, the project explores ways in which community-owned spaces transform an underdeveloped corridor 

to become an armature for sustainable development, in a path towards delightful and resilient cities which belong to their residents.



Oakland Arson, 2017.  Source: San Francisco Chronicle
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New Communities 
First CLT in US - Georgia, 1969

Slater King, Robert Swann, Marion King, Fay Bennett, 

founders of New Communities Inc.. Trip to Israel, 1968



Holly Square Teen Club + Retail, Denver, CO -- OZ Architecture

Urban Renewal - Residential + Retail , Mountain View, CA Oakland Avenue Artist Coalition, Detroit, MI

Sawmill. Albuquerque, NM
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ÅNon-profit organization
ÅTripartite structure, 1/3 residents
ÅOwnership + stewardship of land
ÅSuccessful model for long term housing stability
ÅNon-housing CLTs ƚpreliminary steps in US + UK
ÅLocal capacity building
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ÅLocal identity in urban renewal 
ÅCommunity capacity building ƚlocal entrepreneurship
ÅPath to leadership
ÅActivate under-used space
Å Improving environmental performance
ÅStewardship as social adhesive

Benefits for CLT-led Development
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Mixed Funding = resilience
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OakCLT15 unit property, 9th ave.

Case study 1
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Hasta Muerte,
OakCLTmixed use property, Fruitvale ave.
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Single family house on 23rd St.
Obtained by OakCLTin 2010 under Federal 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program 
funding from the City of Oakland 

Case study 3
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of African-Americans
displacedin 10 yearsSource: East Bay Express, February 2018



Home prices rose 
in oneyear

Source: Zillow, July 2018



Rent their space

Source: Urban Displacement Project, UC Berkeley + UCLA



Bay Area business 
gentrification areas

Source: Urban Displacement Project, UC Berkeley + UCLA



minutes

miles

Source: Google Maps, August 2018
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Years to approve
adjacent project

Source: SPUR Oakland, July 2018



Vacantlots 
in Oakland

Source: SPUR Oakland, July 2018
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